See below for the story of being on the ABRAHAM LINCOLN for a couple of days back in January of 2008.

| made the claim then and will tell you now “I no longer have a bucket list.” It took me about three
weeks stopping everyone | ran into telling them how much fun it was to be on an air craft carrier —and
about that long before | could hear again.

Will promise you seeing those shooters come in and land when standing about 60 off to the side is a
thrill like no other —and we got to see them do the same thing at night — with the moon shinning!

It just does me good to go back and read this article by Jim Hanson as he took the pains to jot down and
remember the details while the rest of us spent our time gawking at all the jets and watching all the
multi-colored shirts on the flight deck crews.

What a trip!

My hat again goes to Jeff Andres, the publisher of the Minnesota FLYER, for letting me place this article
on my Web site.

Hope you enjoy LIFE ON THE ABRAHAM LINCOLN!

"Reprinted with permission from the Minnesota Flyer from January 29, 2023."



Cierafit Caniier

People, planes,
plans, policy,
position, power
and projection

Eclitenr s wove . Wt £ i ke #e favied demgd
ke off from an aircrefi corcer” tim
Hanwen wantad o dniew', This 2 the ,I'Tr'.'-!
part of @ seriey o Jim Hdren s experience
ot the Adrraadans Licoln, B by ol prt up
the arory, pliotos and videe of the experi-
eme g o the feternet, Thin can be foand
o wanwagTreronline oo,

By Jim Hanson

T didn't enjoy my awn military career.
1 triect 10 endist-as o heficopter pilot i 1966,
b was rejected becase of noamsighted-
neks, [ was privhably providential, besmgz a
heticopter pilot i the years of the Vietnam
Woar was danperous doty, My retpom o
rejestion by e militury because of eye-
sight led 1o my resolve bo obtain the ratings
for o civilmn carger.

1 waited For the dralt — nd ended up s
a enmbut medic—perhups worse tan being
o lelicopter pilot.  Fald arain inlervened,
hivwever, -and becanse | hosd o Flight
Imstructar sating before | went o, my con-
tribution 1o the war effon Wwis ronmng a
military fiving club, 5uil. | resented the
wears tiken out of my Tife {United Afrlmes
wis hinng Privaie Filots out af Munkito
Staie Univenitly, snd | wis stuck inthe mil-
iary), 1 detested the Army pobicles —the
strictures of the military, and the asebess
idd demeaning “muke-work” of the ers. It
is & view of the military that mulhons ol
people have shareel

Fasi-forward 30 yeurs, The first nti-
mation that nmes had chemped was on &
wisit (o' Pearl Harhor to visit the Submanne
base. A mnch mone professions] wmos-
phiere. prevuiied there — o place where
work was n be done, expeciations wers
pagh, wned pecple were allowed o do their
job — within he Timitaticas of the system,
It was more fike the discipling of 3 well-imn
footholl team than my negative miliary
experience,

Thie bigpest change wis ipparent when
otr hosts told os tht we would be eating

the enlisted personned mess hall
instzad of the. Officers Mess.
The reasioiy? They proodly dis-
plaved an award for *“Best chow
I the Navy™ — und the awaed
was nol misplaced.  Insiead of
“put it i your mouth md chew. i
outside’ of The Amny — the Navy
T o byffiet Tise — or o chedice of
cooked-to-order Mongohan
Basbeque fstir fry). What o dif-
ferepce! 1 naliced that especially
in submanines, people teated cach
other ax feflow professionals. |
resolved 1w check these changes
ot

Miwt ol the non-pilats [ Have talked i
ahout this adventure ask “Wihy™  That's
not 8 guesnan most readers of this mago-
ine would ask — most would jump o the
chance. Why be o Noval Aviator? Recause
i wind wre  canrier-qualified Naval Avistor,
NOBODY will ever guestion your gver
having hid good piloting skills or whetber
you possessed “the Right Stuff)" Wi
pilol sk ot wondered if they could Land on
an arrorafl carper?, Must of us have men-
tally markedl out & 400" aren 'on M2 nITWEY,
nmd tried 1o ses il we coukd lnd intht area.

With the benefit of o M) kaot wind.
mony of 48 found we could — but we
wimlid peetd some belp on the ensaring take-
off. " Most of us have practiced spor land-
ings — and it wouldn't be hard o/ imagine
grabbing the imogmuiry number 3 wire —
bist et ol s wonld always ask Wit Ly
A REALLY foke? ™ In 2000 Tresolved 1o try
to find out for myrell. My contmcts in the
Submarine service pointed me 12 the trwin-
ing cener in Corpos Christl, TX,  Afier
many - inquirics, the Poblic Affuis Office
{PAG) responded that they DID hive o
NIP” program for qualificd  personncl.
The program wis designed o publicine the
importance of the Navy Flight Operations
— and b mcresse public awareness for the
flight progmm. 1 sét aboul typing up o
rekume and gamering the requesite lether of
recommendation from every Navy Admizal
or political bigwig 1 could think of. The
Wavy responded that | would he flown: oot
0 oy alremft carvier-on & helicopler. My
mesponsé “T FLY helicopters, amd 1°ve [and-
ed ope on 4 barge ot s — iy no big deal.

Abrahiom Uncoln,
Pholo courtesy oF LS. Navy
1°d like s “wup” (armested Janding) ond o
Segit shid” (eatapult mleotfiin o fxed-wing
nupling.  The PAD agreed, and sugpested
they might even et me o window seal on
o nrnsder.

Cinge of the thimgs you kam in the mil-
itary I8 1o keep your file active. and | updat-
ed i memibily, | went through o e of
PAOY ‘mt the Training Cemer — they
seemed 1o be assigned there for 4 few
o, then move on, My paperwork wis
Iost several finws, und | reapphed,  Sept.
11, 2001 coused @ mimwium on VI
toers for 3 12 yenrs, but | regulnely updas-
ed v fikes: In 2006, with no apparent
movement gn my applicamon, a Navy con-
et suppested | apply through Public
Aftnirs in New Jersey, The PAD wid mo
that “VIF" Civillan Orentition Croises
wiere hard to come by, bot affer reviewing
oy file, saw that | Fead wriften surhe: preces
for the Minnesos Flver mogorine. They
hsked for samples i my work, snd sug-
posttd that 1 reapply a8 a jourmalist. They
sl my reguest would be pravied “fmani-
nestly'™ < oo nooavndl 1 comtinted Gy o
et them reglardy — ot also applied
throigh Norfolk.

By chance, on Okl 26, 2007, our
Minnosota Senotor, Norm Cobermn, and
our LS. Represantutive Tim Walz were 10
be in Albert Len — for different missions
| copiad my volimimas (ks wiose o caver
better, unended their speeches, presenssd my
files to their sdes, and asked them bo st il
o the desk of sonmseane in the Navy thit
could muke this hoppen, A maonth later,
Sen. Coleman's office colled 0 see

Seo Carrier, page 7
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Carrier EXACTLY wht | wonied tix do
Continued from page & —and Tiedd them.  Ader i decu.

rity check. | received m tele-
phiame call from Kaovy PAD Lt Communder Liz Meydenbavor in
San Diego, nforming me that 1 was approved for a flighn out on
Janoary 241 Alver & yiam, il was finodby hoppening!

LCER Mévdenbauer not only gove me some of the st news
I'vee recedved inadecade, but did everything possthle 1o muke sure
1 oot the story, She asked if T would be mlerested in coming sarly,
to watch the carrier Minde: ger underway for s own eniise — o
chanee w wilch the proceedings, get some-outside shits of the i
rier, mned witch Navy fimilies sy goodbye for o months-long
diefibery nivent. - Shie albso put me o foch with the PAG of "my” car-
rigr--he Abrafuon Lincoln — 1o see whist spectal needs ar imer-
sAeis | woulld like, L, Karin Burzynski would be my contsct per-
som abourd the ship, - We dismssed the upcoming article — 1 old
lser that the magarine was read By Upper Midwest pilots — that
these piloes nuturally wene most: isterested i the flight operations
off the ship, wnd the carsees of the Air Wing perstnnel aboard.

1 showed up ar the front gete of the Naval Air Station San
Do, and wid met by MOC2 {sw/fnw) Chris Fhey — Staff Mass
Commumicatson - Specialia, Al in his charge was the  other
“Distingnishod Yizisor™ to visit Abrefem Liroold on this cruise, Dr.
Giary Hearsill.  Chris took s to watch the Nimite gening ready o
st weneder winy. | gt thie required shits of tee clasy leader cormer
i Abratiam Lincoti,

AL BOD2 long and 97 (XK wons (sée sidehar on Page 8} these
hings e BIGE The lines wore singred up, the tgs worked it
position. | nediced ssilors manning the S0 calibre maching guns
on the deck. 'The seality of their mission was Smmediately brought
b i me--this wiss 0 wirshdp, headed our on s mission, and they
weere tuking no chonoes of small-boay attacks,  Thoegeh & Leht ruin
began to fall, in time-honored Navy frudition, the cres “munned
the ralla™—took op positions around the edie of the deck. This
wns ook only cenerony; kot sevenl thowsind eves were looking for
anything out of plice,  As the ship got underway. the fmmilies
sairged forwand on the mer, wirving ot their departing sailors, A
elgmant momend of sepansiioa.

Cliris got 15 hack in the Muvy vin, and took ws the shin dis-
tange te the airfield, where we were o recgive oor brielng on gas
flight ot 1o the <hip aboord 0 Grammnn C-1 Greyhound,  The

See Carrier, page 8

Why wait as time ticks by?

Accelerate your training with MAI! |

The Abmohom bncaln sa Nimitz-clgss camer,

Jim wias
able fo wotch the Mmitz gelling underwoy for it own
daplayment,

The crew of the Mmlit follows the centuras-old trodi-
tion of "manning the rall’ after sesing off Heir famses
al the starl of heir deployrmant.

Even fhough in o
frendly  por, these
warships  loke. no
chonces on lemonsm
Abrohom: lngoin has
1o S0 caolibre
machings gLnE=
armed ond ready
agalnst tarratist
aftacks while enfering
ar leaving por.




The Comer Cnboard Dellvery [SOD) arcraft shuffies
people, supplies. and mail 6 and freém the camer o1
e, pesulfing in g higher stote of readiness for tha
Battle Group and o batter life for saltors al tea.
Carrier Elﬂnf'mg was conduetad by Lt
Continued from page Menn Kruweiw of sayusdron

T YRC-30, kpown s the
“Providers,T She said that dhe had initially hoped o get jets. bt the
hick aof the dhruw put her i Traneports — and tht it hicd worked out
fior the betst,

Unlike soetie of her clnssmales, she spends shorer deploy-
ments, more hime” fime, and gets more “traps” umd Tight toers.
She explained the mission of e C-2 — bn irerall design w40
weturs oibdl, bt still secving fidtheully, She told us whar 1o expect on
the tHp — that it sonld he showl oee bour loag, and explained the
generl workings of the Greybound. [t delivers personnel (up
28}, carma, spare pars, mail, fond — amyihlog regoired aboisd not
only the carrier, bt by the srilce group (on arival at e carier,
helicopters can shutile critically noeded equipment and personne|

See Carrier, page 9
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done at one location!
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Ship’s statistics
bt Lneoo bt all the uenctatic foueed i any Amencan <ity
1P costel, TV mnd i e, newsuiper, fine degmriment, librry, hov
Tho ahi has encugh elevtreal genermiing. pwer 16 wpgly el
by A0 humies, fiieel undd o ogporai for I days, anid the capi
titity sf clisaiftine e than #0000 gallins o fresh yster frim the ies
shuph b efemiie prascbiinery wad ulfi hemy duty wikor shaps o e
Faractuies and oeher sarvivad gear, an] electmnic shops fo keep comaie
iathon, avigRine. und avinkot qisipenent up it metlng,
O counee, thers are & e, iings that ure emsssial for o gity. of 000
poaple. For cxample, Abrihai Lt in 2 floating uiport, capable of
sinciing: o mary = G uircral eaery mimate. In fact , he sbip bods
weven different rypes of it which perform 4 vaskegy of niiss oo,
" e deployod. Abnibam Lineoli is e nocesiy of 8 <amier baitle
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Mitionry pay s started catcting o o civifom pay — und hess we s
it of o pay benediss in (e wiliry, Consut g bl for miliary

A0S with |8 yemmsin servico. e pay, soo i, queters alluwnce
mihies about 35 mpch = s eivilon sirine pilot umder ioddy's cosmct—
sl dioein v 1o voery sbout heing firdonghed. These sac i samber of
fiomsgs, penvstion nevngives, et a8 well — plind snedical, heulth,
v eril. mimﬁdhmﬂmﬂuw
Cortstact My Recrulting ut 800- 2470507, :
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s the smller ships)
Carrier She dilst answered questions
Continued from page B . . sircraft. It is powered
by 2 T-56 rurbopraps af SO0 horeepower apiese. 1 16 pressurized,
el criise s i wn averge of 250 knoty, with an 800 mile mnge, or
400 mile raclios of acoon. - AL 60000 pounds mox. mkeoff weizht,
it is jomee of the hesvier akncenft operused off the cosrivr. I msked
abotit Togd load — whether they tried to land with minimal foel 0
redibce Tonaling: weenzlhit and distinoe.

“Mo," :she replicd, “We don't operae- these things for profit
We are assiped o landing time on the ship — everyiiing is care
fuily chorecgrnphed  — we HAVE 10 be over the ship at owr
appointed time, T sommething goés wrong, we have o have oluer-
niives — lackiig agborie refiselng capubility, we wiild have o
go' back to shore, or b abie 1o loiter for another aorival sk, We
prefty much fill the nimeradt 40 1000 poands of foel (Gt bolds
B2 (W) poimds | 4 we hnve those options — even i 1f means we
b tey dunpe el 1o get down o landing weight”

Cromisdclering that there 15 no place else 1o go, | concur with her
thinking! = Being o muli-engine pilet, | mked ubout operating 4
heawy muli-engine sirplmne with poserful engines m speeds close
b Mfinimam: Single- Enging Cogtrol speed., She sad thid “The air-
erufi has 3 VMC-Ground of oaly 74 kbos.  On ke ol frin Uhe
ship, wie are decelerted fo 123 Knots — when that catapult fires.
we're gning (Feing — fwo englnes, ovie engme (or by fmplication,
M engines].”  Tasked if they few simpecd or Angle of Altsck on
final approach — the appooach s mode stnctly by AGA — b thot
speed worked oul o “uboant 110 knots.” There js o “igland cooks
pit” no aoiothrotiles — thas s 0 band-lown mechme,  Navigaon
i by inertial nov and OPS — approsches i the ship ure by ACS
{Localiver) or ACLS {equivalens to an [LS),

We wese tukeds oo nnother foom), where we were fitted with
“Thont couts™ {life preserversy. | noticed they were manofaciored
by Steamis — & Minnesols compemy,  The Sflow copts™ had CO2
rflatson bandbes. emerzency strobes, and mm appendnge ot the baot-
wom which beld npen fare, sarvivil whisile, and a combination
green sen dye and shark repeflant. We wine uirfitied with *ers.
pfils” — Kind of g two-prece helmet, neopperating hearing protec-
i, o Well ps pve pogeles.  This ride was NOT. poing: i be like
flying the airines!

While suiting wp; we met-some of gur fellow passengers, | Dk
of i must Intesesting was Faree Camnuind Mastes Chief Abevin,

Tz of the rmany peopia that went gut of thelr way 1o
get Ihs story, Commaonder Bowning (L ond L. Hilon
{R] flank the author,

e semnr
enlisted man
in thi
Pacific. He
1dd e “For
me. the ome
thing T write |
my mme On
1 that lemder-
stup 1 about
presence., and
Loenn® o
thar  from
behind & desk 1 Moih Isband. T scnully get mose Tung for te
buck 12 catch the carriers @t sea, becusae when you're pheraide,
peoplo are doing other stuff—so thiz 1 better forme to-[ly out to the
ships.” "When asked shout his missinn while aboand, e saod “Trs
a wieway exchonge of infoomation, 1 bring oot inflormation thst |
kenorw from higper Novy and this is the suilor"s opporunity 1o give
me feodback on bow we can make it better—or what we are domg
right in 1the Mavy.”

I remacked on ibe change in the mifitry since T was in. and
ashed what palicies had susvived, “This 13 sy WILL book.” he
sakicd, painting 10 his potebook,  “This-35 what we WILL ger done.”
Lt sinsadel, 1°m swre, was the other mcaning of will — i in last
wilk und testmment. The mun was instamiy likeable, ond there & no
desalb st wihy he hod risen theongh the rends o beoome the k-

Here's @ view of one of owr ©2 'CODs
coming aboond,

See Carrier, page 10

WINGS

« Advonced Fight Training  + Ground School
+ Racurment Training - & Proficlency Checks
« Alrcraft Maintenance
* Hegled Hangar Renial
+ Convenient Downiown 58 Poul Location
Cormadadieg an aviafion comss ar tdvwanced fligol nairerg?
ez (rom pocole who've mode (he nvesimant ihamashasy,

Wings Avigtion i e pioce to stort, Ouw secsoned profenionol
roks tha process saombass fram glan 1o frish

Wings Aviation Services
BOO Boyfield Street St Paul, MN 55107
Holman Fieid Alport [5TP)
Contact:

Jeff Dalton [451) 227-8981
or Stan Ross (651) 552-8750
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c'n-lgr g enlisted mim i the Pucifie

Continued from page 8 Fleet. This was a hands-on Hink
between (he “hross™ and the

entistied perionne] — ot a desk-bound administnitor.

Thie aprerai arrived, and we filed out o it with the engines -
nifig — wee hid 4 chite to hoind the carier! Wi stepped up oo
the mmp amd duck-wiilked inl the cramped interor | senled o
one of the afi-fucing seats and buckled imo the 4-poim hamess.
There were only two tiny windows in the dircrilt — but 1 gol one
of them. | Emerpency ditching procedimss and iscape maies wen
explained, and you con be suse we all pald atiention. A we wene
petting Teady 10 g0, they announced s delay — one of the engine
ginepes hasd quit. ind we-coubdn't divpatih withoat it Woald we be
ficled U o ok carrier visit? | The engines continued o ron, s the
part wirs fnstalled in onby @ Tew minutes,  We wiere on our way!

Theme really fan't mich to tell about onr fHght ot to the
Abriham Lincoln aboard the ©-2 (Carrier Onboard Delivery, or
CODY, Chug altitude was (000 fett, wned we were presarived. The
imtersor of the sircrft wes durk ind noisy — oo poisy 0 have i
comversution. - Some sor of fuid leaked on me = we lod been
warned wboirt it § S fey, the goon ey i ot mewes e i Sgutd
fro thhe Dhrees? ™y | smted masead wnadd civillan ships o the wiy out — hut
none identifiable is cur carmier. About 50 minustes after fkeoff, |
ot wie bisd Sbusted s hold — reeall, we had an arrival gl time,

Adver holding for aboat 12 minules; 1 fels the sabin depressur-
lze. We were told to make sune gur bels were tight. A few min-
wies lager, the SGET READY!" commund was given, fllowed by
“HERE WE GO | could 1el] that we were within & couple of
Isundred feet of the water — bt remermber, the fight deck 38 aboot
140 Fect {10 siorfes) above ses kevel, The landing was hard — bin

wo: harder than a
reatly “dropped n” RS

student lmnding ]
from 15 fect Tt [R
was Ihe decelera- [

tion | thal - grahbed
ey tention — anid
my hreathing®  The
angle deck on the
ciirsier- 18 only 445
feet long.  and
depending  which
wite we causght, we

A samse. ol proportion-tha hangar
oy s 25 high, and the ceiling is
would be using only - bout 10 feet below the flight dack.
wcouple of humired These. 4 sievales can ift 150.000
fieel of it to come o POUNDS N sBCONGS,
a halt, The engimes
weent o Tull power—in the event we didn’t carch s arresting wire,
we wanild b off again for noother fry.  The fecfing wis ke being
tnckled in footholl — jorring, but didn't hurl. | The difference wis
— the feeling went on for severs] seconds — perhigs ikin 1 hav-
ng urarcmgfmm!l players piling on. 1 don't know haw many
s thie decelemution is, bot | felt ineredinly light when it stopped!
CONTINUED NEXT MONTH

Jin Havson B the long-fime aieport operaior af Athery Lea,
MY, While e mitght have delusiony of eyelf as o “Top Gan ™
character, he i o Tope Cruise 1ook-alibe,  Me gun be recied for
guexton and commments af fidon i deskmedio conn o el i
affice ar FO7-37-060M,

Over $5 million for airports

Sertor Narm Colemon snnounced lost month that 200 iirpons
in Grenter Minnessts hove been selevied fo reesive 55268729 in
gt funding from 5. Bepanment of Trassporstion's Federl
Avkaion Administration (FAAY, These finds will disiribuied m
local nirperts sttewide in order 1o bmplement significant alrport
improvement prajects, including safery upgrades. momway expan-
wioms and hongar construction.

“The imporunce of nirpats o fncal communities throughmt
the staie cannol be overemphosized,” Colemnn anid.  “These
facililics are neneasingly integrul to the economiv well-heing and
competitivensss of clies big and small  That mikes it all the
more fmporiant (o contfnue upioding and exponding local and
regional aitpons. The FAA's srant fiding plays o kiey role in
musking certain these airports comtiniee to improve thelr acifites
and offer the necessary services jgoing forwind.”

* £1 765 377 for Glenveood Alrport to conduct an airport mits-
ter plan, copstroct on access moad and parking ot

+ 8323 (0 for Winona Municipal-Max Conrad Field 1o con-
doct envirommental sty and remove ohstruchons

* S180.00% for Paynesville Alrpor fog hangur construstion
{Phise One)

* 5475000 for Pork: Rupids Muncipal-Ronshok Field to con-
duct an envimnmental stady and pave amd Th sy

* §182.323 for Cook Admin o sequine snow remval equip-
mietit anid condoet sirpon mister ple sudy

* £222 48| for Two Harbars Airport for site prepuration and
corstruction of hangar

= L1500 (060 (or Winsed Adrpon to conduel akport mater: plun
study and instull MAVAIDS

* £139:750 for Combridge Alrpast 1o inssll NAVAIDS and
rehabilitone access rond

* 8165740 for Aikin Adrport to expund apeon and . improve
necess romd to hangar

* 133,006 for Moens Like Carbion County Airpor b0 sequine
sy, removal equipment and updste wiepors master plon sty

# S219450 for Luke Elmo. Adrport o rehnbilitate apron and
Ry

“ 5270984 for Langville AlTpor ko consinet pecess road und
faxiwiy )

* £384 293 fior Little FallsMurrison County-Lindbergh Field
to st sind rehabilisote ipron and rebabilime mmwiy

# 8 T4z dus Inertuional Falls Adrpor o segaine land for
nppragches and aeguine spuw nemoval cquiprmen

T SI5| 410 for Tower Abpiort 10 loguine siow remonal
exquipment aid conduct user stody

* 5332500 foi Princeron Afrport fo scqiting lund for develop-
ment. constract tiway, sd insall sirfield grdanee sign

= 576000 fox Rush ity Adrport for ranvay construction

4 5136080 for Pine River Atrpor for runway construction

* 5400575 for Sitver Bay Airport for design work

« 5100545 for Rowein MunicipaiRudy Billberg Field (o
improve rport drminage,
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Clinchafit Caviere

People, planes,
plans, policy,
position, power
and projection

Euditor 'y ove: Whert o b 8ike to dand adl
ke ol fronr am mircraft carvier? Jiin
Herze wenipeed 1o ko, Thiia 05 the secand
it iif i werlex o Jim Himisan s expericnice
o the Abwein Lincoln, He e alio pit
up the seoey, phono med ddec of the expes
rience i on the Interner, This v be foumal
it sl mRiivemniing £on,

By Jim Hanson

Thee wings fmrmedianely sinred o fold,
nne the crew ppplied high pmser fo move
the atrerift i the side of the deck snd out of
the wiy, We depinned fron the back mmp,
and went below fofhe Al Transpart Office
10 tum in our cromels ond float coots. A
ghirt distamce awny wits the Public AlTuirs
Ciffice, whete we met L1, Karin Burzymski
— our PAD comimet aboard ship,  Simee
there woold he o deloy in geling our hug-
gage off the uircraft, she suggested we grab
hrch

[* kmewn for mrely missing o meal, s
we. felloviesd her below 1o the Officers
Mess, Likea eraise ship, we wene pequired
1 sanitize our hands befire entering.  Even
o h evervihing wes shiny mnd clean, you
st fake every precition e prevent dis-
gase when you have over 5000 people
crowded toin such & amoll space, The
sreils widre served buffer shyle. the vaneny
wits excelient.

1 fid netice outritional information was
posted at each selection — cabiris, fat. car-
bohydrtes, In sddition to fried med pre-
pared foocds, | noticed a vurfety of salids
and frésh Trais—ovocudes, Tresh pineap-
plie, fresh mungoes. There wis a wide vari-
ety of hot and colil deinks —sulidrinks, eof-
fee and fea, the everpresent Navy “hug
jriee" {ihefr version of Kool-Aldl — and
the sofi-sgrve kee coeom maching — o Mivy
praslition.  Officers (but not enlisted per-
sonnel) are charged for their meals — we
wionld be presented o bill at the end of cur
sny. Since this was 8 pre-deployment
triining cruise, 1 also noticed several clvil-

foms cuting there, 1 was told bt
ey were handling - technical
iswnes, and would por be
deployed.

[ nsked bow the enlwred Mess
waih Uifferem = e of the mists
satting with us mungioncd Galmiost
wistfully) "They work hard, Yo
o down there, nmd ihey get big
staiks amd pork chops " We wene
invited po, check b o for oo
selves — wnad hin chservation wis

earect, Sihmuring Tarces mdi- O of he few ploces on the ship with o
tionally hove the hest chow |n e yigw of (ha oufsice word--when the Bigvo-

e ot wsunlly replenizshed o s,
they coubd'y offer the variety seen hers
The ability of the COD and sinderway
replenishment ships: 10 bring frosh siones
makes o huge difference’ in the guality of
fife abourd.  Twill say, thoagh, thatthe sub-
murtiee services. with a4 mtim of about 7
cooks for 150 men, allows mor cookin o
inctividuol tastes. T osked o this hill of fure
was typical — the snswer was “Yes — b
Ivie been pn shups where the food wis even
helier—il depends on the pedple funning
e Miss, and the requirements of the ni-
sion!™  Another bip chunge i the military

Durmg funch, T was again psked whid
things | specifivally wunted to st While
1 wamted 'ty see aneys specific o the Alr
Wing — | alse wes imeresied in the areas
apetific o the ship —especially the engi-
peering spuces — the mochinery that makes
the ship work.  We were told thot (he areas
thit wewld be off-lumilts were the Eactors
tnotaraliy), wnd  the  Anti-Sebmotine
Warfare and the Towellipenee anzis

Do, Heartstll wamted o look up CMID,
Downing. —who had  been  taking
Wotldwide Oniine courses viu the Infemet
from him. 1 wrmed out that e reticent Dy
Heartsill was not an MD — | grmdually
lensnad he ns o professor sl prestijiois
Emibry-Riddle Acromaitical University —2
petined Brroniff pilot, o Learjet instroetor for
SimaFite, o Konenn-cra F- 100 Super Sabre
pilor, amd an Olkie thur has bevome an han-
orary Texun (with all rights (hat term
implics when it comes to elling jokes, sio-
tles. and anecdots ), Meetimg him wes oot
only # delight — but his comection with
CMD, Dovwening gave s 1 event BETTER

Armied Services — bt sitice ey jor are down, light flonds the hongar deck,

understanding - »
wnd nccess 1o e -
the “‘I:ll‘kll'l$:i
ol the Al
Wing and the
Abrahom
Limiirin

We started
T Lo i the
Hagar Deck,
Thas areq mea-
surel over il

feet  JO0E. ome ol the toughest
approsimately oo nnie on the ship—
:::g r:ﬂ““'}:émase Guys cany
b h" = secutng chains, and

igh = ¥ securs on alr

::mldl ]';mga:r:t:pmﬁ in saoonds.

in there® Adreral) ane Bronght below from
the flight deck by 4 luge elevators Jocited
on the sides of the tHaht deck — each Laphi-
Ble of bringmg below two G5 000 ol
krert in a mater of seoonds.  When thess
elevatrs are in position, it also provides
one of the fow opportunities or iatural
daylizht and direct ventilation  baiow
deschos —which seees tmasusl o ship ded-
fcated 10 Evinthon setivity. | Adrorfi e
stomed], mnimtnined, wnd armed i s ased.

Allof the alrcraft In the Alr Wing can-
it he stofed below — but o greut magnty
of themt o The arey can be splif into 3
Bayy foe diffcrent functions or foe fire cpo-
ol Deluge sprinklers and water cannon
sy proteet e i, mnd cach hay fos g fire
condral team masididng o sl booth ok all

Seo Carrier, page 7
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timees.  Becuose of ile comstunl
pitch wnd mll of fhe ship.
EVERY THIMNC miast be stcured
— alrcraft are-chuined doom with 12 chaine, tugs, spares, equip-
metit—evierything meist be secvred,  Adromalt are parked within 67
Of ench dther — youl can imagine the problens of bringing airorefi
fromm amd restacking the hangar deck — not only moving the ar-
craft, but having iové-clain them.  The deck crews — carrying the
werght of choos, do thes i seconds. | see a relatod futore for tem
in civilian lifle os crowmembers i the pits-with rcing teams,

At the end of the hangar deck ure the specialty shops. | wanz-
cd o soe how the Navy hondled  repaies OF agueipment and avion-
ics while 'at sea.  The shops dre much like veu would see m any
corporate of kirline jet faciiity — generator shops, airframe ropair.
Severin] techiiciang were making repairs to the new &-bluded com-
pemile propetlers for the E-2 *Mini- AWACS" commanid anad control
mrcrafi.  The svionics shops were splil by funcion — the feghni-
cian referred 1o one of them as the "legacy” shop, where they
repatred the “old” equipment--equipment mest of wsare sl flving
by — bt yum have to remember thint this Nawy miy per S0 veir
out of o wrplase. | Other shops service the gless. panels of the
newer squipment — b ideresting aside —ihe glass panels’ e ool
i onler, they ang “gresn” — compatible with night vision. The
sl i g 1o work on things that oo don’t find af your aver-
nye vivilian shops — Forwand Looking Infrured Raday (FLTR) el
fargeting information.  Equipment cam be reparmed on sile or sent
i for depit maimenance,  Linitd spares are carried, or meguoired
equipment-can be ondered up on the pext Might of that hord-work-
ity ©CL,

Al the other end ‘o the hangar deck is the famail of e, dap
Bocanse of the possihility of funp steikes (colliskon with the aftend
of the shiph personnel connot be there while nir ops iee being con-
huted — buf i (5 o gred view of the vogan when they we not.

hann ook us up 1o the Ailr Operations office. o mees Dy,
Heartsill's student, Commander Dewning. This (s a “locked door”
opcrativn, where fight ploning and  ehardination. smong the
embarked squadmns nkes ploge,  We met Downing, but ks
bissy with bis dimies. Lt Jimmy Hiltop vohoseered v show
aroimd the Mgt deck med tuke over from the PAC for the afie:-
nosmL,
ANCTHER stroke of gocel luck.  Hillon, & Mavy Acodemy
frudpste, was obile v give us s pibol's perspective.  We wiere going
ot ot THght deek—one of the most dingerous ploces to work

Carrier
Continued from page 8

Why wait as time ticks by?

Accelerate your training with MAT!

There is just no woy o copfure the SIZE of the hangar
deck—two foottoll gomes could be ployed fhere o
the same fme.

The E2C funpchons as'a ‘min-AWACTS!, and hos the
same style rotodome. T uses its sensors 1o garner infor-
mafore. anc'achs as a Cammand and Conlral plal-
form.

in the waorld. We got info "flant congs"™ - but unlike evervbody el
oin ik, wee clidia e Busvee to it omi grsmials and popreles —onlv hear
unjp profection-—becnse we wene soing o the’ Lunding - Safery
CHfiges {LSOY platform on the aft end of the deck!

L&0's e corrier-qualified pilots. The LSO ssises pilots
coming ghourd — and ihey wmold be busy, Abrerafl were flyving
ol e thee ship from thetr land bases, and the pilos wonld be get-
ting thelr *C0°s" (cirrer quilificutions) g o speed.  Every pilol
wilikd reiuire 4 “traps" {arrested landing ), nad two “balers” (hit

Soe Carrier, page B

www.MNAviation
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Ihe LSO plotiorm s used by (ha Landing Safety Cificer
to old pilofs in coming ohoard—and it perhaps ine best
place on board to view fight ops, - Hers, the "poddies”
[LSO] Frarm the "Jokars! soundron assists o pilal on
oand;

Carrier
Continued from page 7

the deck smd mmedinely go
ugminy, sl ating Failiee o eatch
o wire) plus their naght qualifica-
lions,

These wouldl e i ot for the LSO o dios Them are o mumber
of LS(s — one from esch squisdeon, ong representing the CAG,
plos any LSO in truining.  As pilors are cheired dmo the patierm,
thiy set up on 4 3 10 4-mile fmol approsch = on speed, and 'on
cotiredglidepath as depleted the cemoriine lightimg and on glide-
path by the “meatbull” — o fesnel lens of colored Hphis elling the
pilok i he ks on gldepatls,  His lasiding welght and fuel stams have
been commanicated 1o the ship. and the arresting cable Enshon hay

i e N
M) Adrpoet Rood Norih, Maskaeo, MN 36NN

CALL (507) 625-6006

AVIONICS
SPECIALS
FOR THE

www [ymankminaam

Get all your
maintenance
done at one location!

See Us For New

Avionics
: MONTH
Installation T e RE
NEW EQUIPMENT
WE also offer: Qenali  Headseats

Lists for 3318, Will sall
SUPER LOW!

USEE EDUI‘F MENT

[

Landing in 12 feet?

“Churrier lanelings vl y subject naval avianaes b "ra” of vostind:
s decpkeration.  Trinslitnge that e o beke smgle dning 30 ks of
pmrdqm!,ﬂnwmlﬂmuam:n.ﬂnm I.Huu. A 10 ezt
gronmadspend, [Fs shois frat thnes us for fora 9-G- o, o vt 48 ot

been set for the londing welght of the wincraf,

Dt bt fimnl, the pilod *calls the ball”™ (confirming thus fe fus
the visual reference in sight) amd ety o reply of “roger—ball
The LSO hove o red of green Hghd i front of them telling tem
of the deck stistis —whether i s clear or “fouled” {obsirigted).
They will muke o vissl confirmtion — ond will hold therr hinds
in the alr containing the “woveofl™ commiand inguer wntil the deck
in cleasad.  The LSO rives & visual lookover of the aircrufi (gear
and tulhook dowi) i monitors the weproach for sceumey on TV
SLTEOHA:

Al landines (omd almost everything else on i Jight deck) me
recoided ond grdid. A5 the siromft comes seross the fungail,
there wone: “cal”™ Hke you wodld soe on the WW LI movies—
instend, the aircraft i mot even faned —in senles down imo ‘thie
arresting wire area in the upproach sfitode.  Though the four-1 378
inch cobles ore spaced about S0 Teet apart, giving 2 tot] lasding
e of spproximuely 200 foet, we were fold thi pabons were aim-
i for 1 2.2 st penachelon'nn el

As the wilhook snapy @ éable and the geor hits the deck, the
et o 1o furll poverer in case (he wine 18 missed oe the tnillook
hounces gver the amesting gear 1 wasn't prepared foe the nodse —
act oily were we anly 40 foet away from laneding jeis, bl e jet
wenl 1o full power oo lnding — their afterbumers glowimg: White
bt The nnise wasn'l e s meich ws felr — and it was felt
the head, chast, stemech — every pant of my body reverbersed
There |s tw way you can stund on thal platforh amd poi be 4 par-
theipant — if only vicariougly.

“To reach the LSO plarfiorm , we i 1o negotiate some steep fad-
drs without hondroils to reach the Might deck — 100 feesabove the
ocean, This is no place for those suffering from acrophiobal e

Sea Carrler, page 9

Becowe the LS50 s l::nrwn,r feetf from landing jets: he can
dive over fhe adge ol the deck info this area I the
nead arses, | We wers told "1 you see people jumping.
you jumptool! | kept o close wabch on the 150
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were wamed 10 Keep behbned u
steel pnd) plexijrloss shiedd
kept us oot f the 25-30 kool
wind across the deck, and would Eve s tome probection ffom jit
Blast, A4 aircraft wene “spotted ™ neound the deck, we weould ocea-
ssonully have 1y bend over to lessen car vainerbiting et hins
Ly, Hilton pointed to o safely nel about & feet deep and lined ‘with
rubber on the skde of thi ship below the deck.  “If you see people
Auppring bt that, you jimg. tool™ 1 is designed as a “hall out"
pilicet iy thieevent that something comes looss froem in airplane on
Innding, or an aircraft his the finmil. Locoeed so chose 1o the fup-
tail. it wioaildn't give vou much time o make thie jump,

Tt s Enteresting o walch airemnfl coming aboard.  The fight-
er nircrait wene o g of the anjrinal F-18 Homets. sand the similar-
agpeearing but larger (only 30 percent commonabiiv) Super Hirme,
The Hormets not onlv replaced the F-14 Tomeats in the Tleet, bul
huve veploced the EA-R mnkers | noticed there weees o E-3
Wikingt anvi-subavariee or ES-3 Electronic Retonnafssance nirorsfi
in the pattern — while some carriers stilll have them: shoard, the
Absrafpn’ Linrodn woatld siil witheun them — theit missions ken
orver by other wircralt. T noticed that they did have several EA-S
Prowler mincrafl (b d-place electrnics wielore versipn of the
Tritrader) aboard. ATl of these specinlized functions will eventoul-
Iy he taken aver by o Super Himet derjvative

Rieducing the nomber of type-specific older airceall an boand
dlives reulice the pilot mabning costs dnd the need for specific spare
pares o1 hosrd. Soape critics sy i no-mailti-mission afrcmft will
ever be ax pond 45 an adreraft designed for o specific mission, As
fir to s I talked tr — dhey didn’ got too exciied — they fly
aned fight with wiing they are given — notwhat they wish for,

LT were abve condustad By our gow-fmiliae CODS — the
C-2 Greyheonnd.  Thoogh we thought them noisy on the way our—
they weré whisperquiet commpared 1o the jets- when coming aboard
Also dodng “tpeals™ wis the E-2'Electronic Warfare aimeraf) from
which oier C-0 wis derived.  Fiied with an Inmense overhen)
ribome, 11 Iumctions a5 & “min-AWACS" — wsing their powerful
rudars G prodect e Deet and o st iy command and contol cen-
ters 1o divect strkes nnd pther assols of the feet

Mot pis e forpotien i the fixed=wing ercitement is 1he conpstani
coming and going of Sikorsky Sealuwhk helicoguen:  These muoii-
miission workhorses e wlofi whenever flight operatsong are con-
ducted —ready' eo pick o downed aviator oul of the seis, They ose
dipping sonabiaoys t listen fir' undersen thends, ond shunlis s
mpept and perwnoe] between ships,

Carrier
Continuad from page B

Hera's your largef—ootch one of fhese 4 wisss
Mathing fo iti

:“ .
| noticad fhis on the hongor deck. ond asked i it was
o spare cat pistan-l i-needed o fre o heovy arcraff
aff the aeck;

Ao each wincraft “tragped ™ i€ wan moved quickly, off to the side
uf the Khkji—vings folded. engines still ninning,  Another eireraf;
would be ndme onby one minote Ister.  These abresaft wers
Quickly spolted at the extreme edge of the flight deck (oaly 3 coo-
ple of feot from the edue’ and secursd. - Sometimes they were -
ied to pasition, sometimes a tug wis used, and pometimes & oum-
ber of deck honds slimply pushed the airgruft where is needed 1ba,

The operation of the deck crow is highly choreographed in this

See Carrier, page 10

\, i
\ Vi

WINGS|

« advanced Flight Training * Ground Schoal
« Recurent Training & Proficiency Checks
* Ajrcraft Maintengnce
s Heaoted Hangar Rental
+« Convenient Downtown 5t Paul Locatian
Comidering on aviafion coneer ar advanced light Irainlsg?
Laam from sacple W' vie macke 111 iveslrhan hesmdebess
Wirgn Aviction B 1he ploce 1o slort,  Qur feanonsd professiono)
micxe 1Ne oroces Hamiats frem shart fo Snigh

Wings Aviation Services
B0 Boyfield Streat S8 Paul, MN 55107
Holman Feld Aimpaort (5TR)
Contact:
leff Dalton [451) 227-8981
or 5tan Ross (451) 552-8750
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Carrier dangerous place.  Differem
Continued from page 9 deck crews: weanr diffevent col-

ored jorseys — ammesting fear
friirdlers b green, pline cuplaiis i Brown. fuelers in purphe, ondi-
nunce people in red, plame directors in yellow, plune hundiers io
blue, and snfety officers (incloding medical) t white. These pet-
ple ot only serve on the il dedk, but on the hangar deck.

In the meuniime , some mircraft were fred up and moved bemss
thie landing srea tothe # 182 catapults u the bivw — ready for take-
afl.  They were directed inio the cutapull — the shutile towbar for
s et wis connecled, &5 wiss a holdback bar on tse seor of the
nose gear. A huge Blast shield was raised, and the enpites of the
pirereft brought to max power. The hear from the egines is 5o
imerse (hat the blast shiclds maest be cooled by Circulating seawi-
et W prevent medting, Tbnpubtsalurﬁ—l:ﬂ!lcun.ﬂ;il:mﬂdj'
— the deckhand Iowers his hond 1o the deck. ind the “shoater”
refeases e campult and the holdback relesses. The wincrall is
accelernted down the rooghly 00-fest Tony cutapalt s only 2102
seconds, resiching & speed of over §50 mph i tha shom time. The
cntnpult pressure s adusted for the weight of the alnsrafl. There
are anodhier o cats installed an e angle deek — undir a high-
tennpo pperation, on airemft can b lumehed aboist every 15:20
eeconds. Thess cots' are not ollen used, bowever, unless @ massive
strtke v opdered — llnduw:cummt_b:mﬂewhlhlhm:mmh
[E L5

We went back to the Alr Operatons Office, and again e
Cammander Downing.  He inel Dr. HeartsiTi had o talk ubout his
achvanced fenrning. Downing explaived 1o e Doctor thos whle
Intiermet auailibility was peetty pood, it mizhi be restricted o cer-
e periods of e day — amd that there would be, days in e

deployiment whene he wonld not-have tine o watk on the project,
(Iniepestingdy, wineless phomes, wireless bitemet, Bloetoodh, nnd
similur devices are frohibited. Mot only can (hey inlerfene with the
senkitive equipment abonsd ship, bat evien their low-pawered trans-
misslems may be used by an enemy) The hility o send and
receive Intamet messages and even limited tolephone calls from
home his beeh @ big boost for militiry mosale,

While Drowninge and the Dactor had their talk, | noted that near-
1y every place we visiled on the slip, there were television seis,
There were abaut  dozen chamnels — one showed mircraft linding,
anngher takeoffy, and soother the penerl dick arca, Cne chiinel
s deveted 10 Fox Naws, one was dedicaned fi tabsing (st call
& number and they would cue-the trining videa). The et wiould
bie deticated to sports or nnsvies. | thaught i odd thit the milizary
wouldl illow these non-essentin] channels to be disployed — s |
ashed mn officer.

"W e ofted an dity 16-18 bours a doy,” be saad, “While we
mary ot have something o do every minute of the warking day, we
tave tor be ot car stations. Hoving the sews, video, or enlertam-
mient an ks like having o radio going i ihe car Tor most people —
it"s background. When we lmve something that regquires: oor undi-
vidad artentsom, it's off."”

Having watched the incredibly long hours these people put-in,
I would have to spree. Vet imother [ndicizion thit this is mob your
Father's military — 4 change for the betler.

CONTINUED NEXT MONTH

Wity Iy that Mang-daems airpurt aporir @ Aifert Lia, MY Foe werely
e i felp Fe e Larrien G fuar ety dsusief escening, FTalk o g D! Al
Hfmt-ﬁ'ﬂnwidrrn’q'mnpﬂ" Har oy e prcached foir guesilinis wed
CANIERES o b 8 e bl cow. oo af e effice an SO0 O008,

Minnesota 99s meeting

Cn Adgurs 16, e Mannesofy Chnpies 990 will be joining the North
Erakotn € hpser 895 i noon at the Detroit Lakes airpon for 2 fly-in and
ol event, We livite all woren pilofs to join s for o gosat time.

Cime of the wonderfisl henefies.of belonging W the Ninety-Nines is
the Amelia Bashirt Scholorship progmm.  Thiough shis program the
Wimety-ines provide sevenl schobarship pwsls.

“The Flight Training Scholorship allovws memben o add iew oo

Thve Jet Type Rating Schiolambip allows mambers 10 add 1 jot type
ratag 1o their pilot certificaies.

The Academic Scholarship can be el townrd o collope degree in
IVIRRION OF erospacs.

WTMTMWHWMWEmm
it aeroapace technical raining of certificution oourse.

Mmunﬂﬂﬂmmﬂmm“hﬂl@
mfﬂﬂmﬁhs.;wnﬂndm:?um}hhm?hnmm.m
e Nisted o the 99 wiebsite warss ninely-rines.ont. '

In ander m seceive a scholurdip, o wonsn mus be o member of the
Gy, Some scholurships specify o length of time o person mast be o
rember. Others, such as the New Pilot award, do pot. Requirements
i quulidy foe @ scholurship cun alw be found on the web sise.

Thi Minnesotn Chipter hns funded 5 scholarship that i presented
rnch year in memory of or i honor of vee of oot menshers. Originally
it was fiy memery of Clarn Tohonsen, mmawmwmﬂdcdl-
cated member until she ud ber bt weere killed ia plane crash:

Ths vear we are honoring mermber Elulne Moo, whin his served
o chapter mmd the' enfine onomiation in mony ways. inclding o
chnpier chair, North Central Section Governos, and. Intemationnd
Peesident. She ond ber lwishond Glen are ulko very active witli the
Nutional Intercolicglste Fiyitg Aswocusion, mdging e many of thelr
Avistion eompeTitions,

A number of oqr chagber members hove received schobrships foe
varintis activities. inchiding vouns muly. T wie awsnbst o sholaship m
1953 10 completemy multi-engine ntng. 1 v o gres helpin advne-
lngnzly'dlme:

mwwhmﬂmww Mm#ﬂum
arship awards can contsct Nadine Supden; who s servig as chinis of oor
Minneset schilaship comemities.

Kaifine Sujnden, T3306 4550 Plice, Autiin, MN 56431

218580052

Adter Lubor Ty find bier ati

A Sloylire Drrivie. Munk o, NN S6001

FIT-HISHIN) o prows@aod com

1f yiou pire fmis=restid in becoming o member, b want information

bt i Lcontict Eluine Morrow sl (953) 955-2802 or
[Ns Fenmer  Ave.  SE.  Delapn, MN 5538 or
ai Qi@ al s

— Subwnilpéet by Marey Drescher

Faditer s wee: The Minngsore Chaprer has @ website, winenin.:

mesorahsnry, whiere s can red min choi thew e check e
catemadar for corine everr. The website for e iteriaronal orgmn:
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Cirnenafit Canvide

People, planes, plans,
policy, position,
power projection

Editor w node; Wi ds it fike 00 land and fole aff from an air-
ernft corriee ! Jim Hasson wanted ro know, Tiin ix the thivd part
e it weries on Sim Heson y exprerisnee on e Abroiam Lincoln.
He hay (lio put ap the slory, phetos amd viden of the experienor
ap  on  fhe Imtermer;,  Thiv  can  be  found ot
e Tveroaline com, Many commenty wiere recerved i the
wel ege so pledie eleck it e
By Jim Hanson

The ship’s intercom snnounced “deck call” — mnvbody in
the uir wing — offices ond enlisted — oot requised o thedr stu-
themi Wik expectad on the flight deck 1o check for objects that
might ¢ause demage: 1o and engine or wirfrume — Foreign
Object Dumage, or FOD,  Landing o0 o cufrier can jar pats,
belss. omd- rubber. loose — and that can be ingested inio an
enging. It's & mice time of the doy — the cartier may tum
downwind or slow ta cut the wind scross the Tight deck., creat-
iz a plessant climate, The assembled crowd Tines op across
the fiight deck ot the Bow, and afowly walks aft_ scanming for e
tintest bit of FOD, [tis & booding experience — everybody
disting the sapme pob — and Tike the tonst 1o e sunset in wasi-
fiing beach communitics, wsymbolic end 1o the doylight Thight
eyale,

Wi went i dinner: = Commander Downing was dog for
night qualifications. | was able o sk questions of several of
the officers wl our able. | memtioned thel itseemed thar muny
of the enlisted peronnel were vouing — hot that many of (he
flight officers were sentor — 0.3 and higher. 11 was spparent
that Thvng airerafl off an sircrafl carvier wis pot just o young
mEn’s game —mnd thar the Navy was elsining o good shure of
itk palods

I'm just coming hack into aviation,” sdd one offiser, 1
ook time off to do skl work"  Ancdher pfficer Tiod tken 2 172

Why wait as time ticks by?

Accelerate your training with MAI!
4

To sfivirirats Faraign Objest Domage [FOD] 1o o
emft, a 'FOD check' i regulatly canducied to find any
hazards on the flight deck. Al paronnel not oifenyies
oncupied-alficars and enlisted allke—walk the entie
fight deck."

vedrs by lenrn ghip handling and o goin) ship handling @xperi-
ence, Yet mrother hud 1aben fime 1o uttend gradumie school.
Obviersiy, ull eof them weré on 8 career truck for figher rank i
the future. T asked how miny years fhe Navy gor out of popilot
~ and wns infopmed that e CAG” (always “the CAG™—ox
Communder At Group) Tud flown: for 26 vears and had about
PO trwps), Yot another career aplioh decizion,

T nsked if pilots were allowed do Ty muoltiphe types of A
et —nnl was inld they could, thoueh they specialized in one
type. “The CAGT can often fly, every atrcraft in the Asy Wing.

| asked nbout dity diys — in what wonld be heresy forcivil
wvintion and the AN, these guys had been op dory more (e 12
hours, The officers all lipphed, =We do whatever it takes”
smbd ome. YYiew, we may be on duty for hours, bt we cen take
cutnaps.” 10 i just the officers that sometimes pug kA fong
Iurs — I

1 was informed thal there 14 just ONE deck crew — though
flight ops und stucking the hangar deck moy, go oo sround the
cliek, ihe deck crew catches uleep while 10 con,  Inomnst work
—MNavy Tlight operations have an envinhle sefety moond.  Pari
of thirl Tecond meght be aitributuble o the safety culiume that s
enforced  thioughout See Carrier, paga 7
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carrier the '\.|_1;|p, There wre standandized roles and procedures
Continued from page 6 “ros checks, sipendsars EVERYBODY mvalved kn
Navy Flight Operations 15 imbued with that cuitune

Mohody wairis io be the oave thut lets divivn ilve team. ."\-E.-_}'l‘.ll." it Is becihuse the aviilor is
supported by so many people after all. mobody puts an aircraft on the. deck of a moyv
ing ship by themse|ves

T noted thist T hadn't seen uny Marine officers. A Marine squadron is often emboarked
O @ Carrer “Mud Marstnes” like having “thelr own™ provide wir covee.  There wasn'l
a sgudidron embarked on this cruse

| mentiened that | hodn'tseen soy femile avistors aboand - only the ©-2 pilat that had
given ux our briefing when departing North Lelund NAS. They mentioned that the Nivy
sanlly embarked & group of women geintors together — they lew the same piroraft snd
s sbing, ot peiher than ey o 00 in with thie goys, tey head otber women (o relate 1o —
live with — ralk 10, A common seme solition and more evidetice of the way the mil-
itnry has changed.  Korin, our PAD, estimated thw approximaiely 10 percent of the
smharked personnel sbonrd were women, They have separnte sleeping aress aboard the
ship — and men and women canmob g fo the other's ancs withoul an escort.

Coummnnadeor [k'-w1|||r_E excusesd hirmself e lindd
“"night quals™ to prepare for, In sddition o mviewing
his mission and gedting night vision adoapted, he was
teking time o gel m the right frame of mind o com-
|'u'..:Le TR BEEROn,

Ohgr PAD host sugpested we tour some other onsis
of the ship,  Laorpe orens of the ship were ander red
lighting — some people were slegpine, and some
needed 1o remin night adoptation.  The narmow corris
dors g “keieiE iocker™ milkhends that lid o be
'|It|‘||1l_'l| over makes trmvel difficuli — bt the Iug;g;ﬁ.l
contribution to physicsl fitness on oo s (o be the
nartuw and STEEP suin — sppeopriately called lnd-
ders — that lead from deck 1o deck.  You'll certuin-
Iy et a cardiovascular workour just living shoard this
ship!

Wi swent below, and visited the Combut EHrection
Cionter. This always-dark room is where the Warfnre
Commonders on board would sormally deploy theis
forces (o ||]:|1r battles cnor from the hI.'IiJ;l_' ol 1he ‘rhl[l
The rodur sereens depict aie and witface tpaffic, wif
spoce and opernfing areps, coastlnes — thrests o the
Meet from the air or the sed.

Information v gumered not only from the carriers
el radag, but |5 lipked from the screening ships i
the hattle: group and from aisorne B-3 pirerfy, This ares provides s theeat gssessment
ind decisicns oe mode here on how 1o deal wizhot,  Unfike W'W L screeniing destroyers
thnt generally sailed close to the camrier 1o defend against torpedoes, the acoomponying
ships e generally déployed miles rom the carrler 1 provide a ring of early detecticn and
delense

Informatin from the CIC is lnked bock to the smolles stips, und the onler o engage
ity come from this coon, An interesting sidelight: -An officer in traming o wiork this
ares was being shown procedures by an enlisted sepvice womuan — & respeciful, profies-
whomal, and eollegial atmosphers. Mo evidenes of changes from the old military

Next door was the Carmier Afr Traffic Control Center.  Like CDC mext deost, it has the
cupability 1o link with other ships usd “assels™ of the fleet.  In addition o ponlionng
threats, i1 has o seady status board of cach airerndt opemting off the ship — frequently
updated to show position, fuel on boaid, “bingo” feel (feel critical staton) ete. Tt also
whows wiesther threats.  Both the CATUC and the CDC have o screen showing aireradl iy

Sae Carrier, page 8

knee Knockers: "The name
ses ) oall,  Thase frormverie
bulkheads odd Agiclity and
sirengih o the ship: and ore
somelimes fitted with waoter-
fight oo They are Fferolly
o pain o novigation=espe
W in the elark.
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Carrier the landing pagtern and i

Continued from page 7 Poimity w the camier, called
the “Mg, Bill™ poreen. 1t is

upcated By “Adr. Hunes" —ain anseen person who mioves the dota
tag: for the nircraft manostly with the chick of & moose,

| asked why this wesn't suromatell — the agswer was
“sumetimes, we need to change somelling RIGHT NOW — an
atrerit may miss ihe immp ind need 1o cut in fronl of other traf-
fie or it ke, 30d we cpn make these chanpes faster mumu-
sy 1 usked sbout vectoring for moker fucl. *We can luke o
alrcrafl right HE-TT _' l?’ g i
off the deck, iw "w -
anad have @ .n"’f L
tmker  tWo
imiles im
front of him
— clear tive
deck, elimb
lo  altitude,
pnd plug in
— W's very
[imeg-geikde
cal™  Yenh

— wovumdy
cusy 1o me— The vesrsofile FAA 18 can dssume another
hitting o role—alrcroft fgnker,  With 4 300-galion
tnker right wing-mounted tonks plus o cerling tank,
afier  tuke- fhe FrA T8 con'alve oway up to 12000
all—espe- pounds of fued"
crally’  this
might. in the weather,

Side miote on tankerd:  Movy nireridt use e “probe and
drogue™ system — nod thie “Tlying boom™ wsed by the Air Force,
The tenker recls out a-hose withia “basket” stiached oo the enid,
and the aircraft Hes the refoeling probe into the haskel. There
is 10 contral of the husker by the mnker aircrafl.  Novy aircrafi
usunfly tmnker from one of (heir own — most Novy jets tave 1
capability (o “buddy fuel”— give fuel awiy 10 sber aircmit, A
vistker Wil plways be slott-when the carmer 15 conducting fight
operations by wir-refuslable airerft.  Tonker operutions were
frmerly condiered By the KA-6 Immder—which could | “give
waily” o 24,00 pounds of fuel,

Toduy, they nre cobducted by the versatile FA LE Homet
eqquipped with 4 onderwing foel tanks. The F-18 cian “give
wany” obout 12 000 pounds of fuel. As Tor lutger aloerafi, some
Marine C-130s gre equipped with drmgaes, In o surprising revs
eliion, I learsed that fhere ave CIVILIAN controct tabkors
operiled by Chiness Air dun [rish (frmd under contract o the
Wiy, These DEC-ts, TUTs, and DC-10 ane available for fued,
carge, and personnel use thughout the wordd,

CONTINUED NEXT MONTH

S Hangen i e fongeteom aieporr aperaiorap Albert Lea,
MN. For waeky, ke has been sranding b freit of i mirrer, proc-
ricimg ik Temex— “Wie & dfhe bext pilos your ever saw?  You're
Jereekim® i i v U frel dhve need.  The peed for spesd!
He cin b reached for guextions dmnd - comiments f Jimifyn-
son@ide skmedice.can or @ this office al 30T 373-000K.
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Cinerafit Cawviien

People, planes, plans,

policy, position,
power projection

Eatitver v note: Wt by gr Tt daamiad ot Sk ooff from am qiir-
craft carmer? Jim Horson warted o & This 1 ohie fwrth past
wf g seried o Ji Hopsen'y experience o0 the Abrabane Lincaln,
He tuad ailso frick g the atowy, pliedies el video of the experience wp
ar the friermel, This can e foand g wwscinryveinnling com.
Mty eommmenty wene recebved on e wils page o pleasr dleck i
ol
By Jim Hanson

Toer bieeirs lier, Commancer Downtng and Lt Hilion had fin-
isbed theirnrghl qualifications. [ expecied they would Be wriage-
img wet in their flight suits. Mot wo. - Either these pikys are:

1. Walking endorsements for deodoranis, CR

2. Some of the conlest miots T ve cver met.

1 kencnw that il o stressful day of Mvkng, my shin is 3 sinky
me=s. These geys just came buck alter making might Tandings on
i alroraft currier 0 an arew of weather.  Commander Phvinng
imvited us toogo 1o the LSO plmiorm for might qualification —
ploce nurely visibed uf night by visilers, We dgaliy negotiuted the
Tedders;, und wok oo place
behind the LSO

Drewming showed ws how 1o
pick out the viricus birersfi by
their  distinctive  paniem of
hghts. Enone arval, be men-
tiosied thad the miol sl goten
sliwy — then pveroarmected — |
askied low he fonew,  “Look ol
his ke gréar — that light {s not
i i Bigehr, I dhotdid be amber’
il be is on the nght angle o
uitack.’ IF it gocs sed, he 4 oo
fast. and may mits the wines —
green i too- shew,” | modiced
that the asrcrafl dica't use land
img lirhis. Something you
wonldn™t wang o die i & come-
bt sanuative, and besides. you may finch i vou see the deck oom-
i wpal you. Just By ihe badl

[ msked Daywennimyg 40 it wias lond 1o lind while the shipwes pitchs
ing ond rolling in heavy wensther. “T've scon the sooews come nght
ot of the wated” he sgid.  “The L3S0 can heip-—he can-mannally
wedjust the “menfbuall™ (0 compensote for the pirch of the ship so you
don't pvercomeet”  That's confidence in vour fellow pilod!

Lt Hilen 100k us on atour of the squadron ready roome—each
has thelr o, Reiddy rooems are where phlots. sait — get hoicfed
UL TR = or jusl hng owt.  Boch s distinctively different
and eich squikdron pits their individiual stnmp on thetr ready mam,

Every londing iz groded
ioped. and cntigued Oy
the LS50 to impeove pilol
tachnigque.  Camer pilots
compete [oses who gels
the highest itore for fhe
deployrment.

The ‘'meofoall’ & o yswal daignmant and glidetdope
nctrurrant, and e primary insfrument Tor guiding a
plkat atsodrd

Tne biost shisids pravent ot jel blast from Blowing
peopis ond equipment averboond,  To/ withstard he
white:-hot heat of the jgis in ofterburner ready for fake-
off. they are cooled with Seowaler.

Some hove popeorm und g jeice” machines, others have stereos
and [ilm projecieon, - ALl have eosnfortabsls ipholstened chinre

The oifer thing they hove n common — o Syuadon skl
bownl. “Every landing made aboard bs filmed, critigued, praded,
aned powted here,” wnd Hiliom. “Flow: you few the approach, what
wire you emught {83 = the favored—#1 means you were' bow, #4
inene vou wens Jonz. the best soore vou can ged s e coveted “8%
OK.")  Everyihing in Naval avialion iz shoot competition — yu
can walk bwio any syusdeon and fisd out wha is best af landine
uberyrd the carrier”’ 1w iseresting talking to ol of te piles —
etech hndl their ow vy of comiig b s uvil asation. sl esch had
iheir own career wack:

Thait seeins b be the good put of Muval wvislion—ibers ane
cureer trocks ind opporiunitics fof everybody. While at the ready
rovms, | hought a nomber of squadron memenioes — neluding

See Carrier, page
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Carrier “sapn’* — stickers expeciod 1o
Continued from page 7 B (tached 1o car humpers

(yours -of @ competing
scumdron ), gt bogs, o us o~ Kilroy was here™ — (ype murker
for your témitary,

Despite the excitement, il woi tione o trmeing: - EL Hilion fook
s T el quiarters helow — lodkily, wie wine assdgned quaders wa
levely below the Night dotk — but it was STILL noisy, You timt
heer the serape of the tailbook, then the thud of the Bnding i
The cable paying oot g8 coversd by the roarof the engines. You
atso hear and feel the catupults — the selease, increased pitch. and
sucdiden stop of the cal.  Oeur room was approslmsely 12312, with
o bk bed, TV, and budle-in melal closets. . 1 hod o snk Boklt in,
oot e ~hemad” welia dlowen thee hail, W wonkdn 't be spedding much
time here, amyway — there was oo nuch o see and do
Siprprsingly. the noise diln’l Keep me ofy o oll.

We were called w breakEast the nesl day—and elected 1woeat in
the *tirty shin'™ afes — &0 tamid because up ol 4 few yemrs o,
drea khaki’s were required in the Dicers Mess, while avitoe's
flight sudes were DK in the informal atriosplere af the “Dhmy
Shirt” While the menu was ok ax extensive 15 the miin Mess, 1)
ws sty — and fnfrmul.  Egps could be “musde o order” — fusd
grab o plute, stick your head in the window, md el tem whal yod
want. 1 hung back, unsvre of the procedure, until ong of the
femule Tnael officers showed me how it was done. T msess timicd
foalks lewse weaght here! W ate breskfisst with the intelligence offi-
cor — shie hiwd been nitive Mavy, gone resarve while she rised her
fumily, snd was going back getive again, A good scoommedation
— MORE evidence of the way Ustigs are chinging.

Kiwrin, pur PAD, joined us [or breakfast.  When we wese fin-
ishetl, she resimed ber tour of the ship. Afier checking with the
Bridpe. we climbed seven Mights of lodders, and were sdmifred
Spanning the entire with of the [sland {perhups 35°), thisis where
the shigg = nun.  There were perhaps 15 peopla on-the Bridee —on
the port side was the Capiin’s choir. There &8 0 ull view of the
fliht deck. Fxiansive commumiciions systems reweh nearly
every part of the ship,

Slgmad wyntems electronically comrmumpeits with the rest ol thi
Strike Group, O the strboimd side was the povigation plots,
Thouph they have electronic chorts, GES, und Tnerteal oavigation
systems, puper charts are siiliused. | asked il unybeody still knew
T b0 s a sextant. “Yes,” our gubde chickbed. “we ke the
Ensigns do thit”™  Prodecting ol the starbird side bs another sm-
tigw for the Captam.

Corriers ulways come Into porr from this side” said our guide.
*The Capituin cin grve orlems while' wistthing from herel”

I inguired sbout & series of cobored fods projecting. from. the
piekes o the station.  “Those s for docking, and replenishiment ol
sen,” he explained. “From yoor eve to-the watérhne of the pler or
ship ‘next fo vodd, resd thie disence away on the coloned mods—
that'n henw farr you are span.” | From approximately, 160 feet above
the water, lookine down i the [inthest mod read 160 Test—wvery
chose.  Imaging replenishment b sco. dong 15 or 260 knots with
aiother shilp thil ¢losé.

“Tlher Caparacivs Lot e, Beidize! ™ somevne announced — omd

Al eaeme 1 aitention,  Copbain Hall put everyone ol sase, and wel-
comed 05 Dt Heéansill miked Southern footboll (ebmest o reli-
See Carrier, page 9
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Carrier wivwt i Uade party ], st while
Continued from page 8 M two of thom spoke, |
resumed iy investigation of the
Bradge At the penr of the Bradge k- iwo-persan helming sli-
tin—one for speed, the other for direction. The Caplain asked
Woald voo fike o drive 0T YES, SIR!  Flight operufions wene
not being omductsl.  The helmeman {0 ysamg enlisted  man—
sl i respmsibilily |} stepped aside. ansd annoimeed thot he woull
supervise, Durauide explumed that even ar 97000 s, e ship
was still sifected by crosswinds und cross seis—compensation
miust bemade, Course made pood was displaved, as el as speed
il directbon,  “These mve nesdles nead 1o be foined” suid the
helmsmman.  “Tum fo the nght ™ 1 moved the steenmg-wheel-sired
holm tomtatively (o the right.  *Farther™ he suggesed; snd [ noved
it some mare,  The bow come aroand, and | notled o the comec-
tion,
“Is i lon 1ike Mying & biimp,” Liold-hins. “put in g bag cor-
rectivn, then take i bock out.”™  An airernft corrier s probebly the
largest moving machine i the werbd, wid T.got jo conal i
Immedinzely above the Bridge is the “contm| ower” donain
of the-Air Boss and the CAG. The CAG and the Captain are of
eyual ook {both O-68). The Caplain runs the ship, the CAG
“fights" the embarked Afr Wing,  What o huge responsibiieny—
openting. semi-uiopansoosiy o remole pars of e wordd
Adroraft carriers, with therr ability o “projest power” and controd
eviens, re ununlly sentanound the wisdd to enforce U8 foseien
piodicy, wnd i5 such, dre ireguenily confronied with dicey sims-
tions,  Thit ts far more responsibility than the well-belng of the
35000 or so embarked personnel.  These people must alw be
responsthle for potentiol imemononnl incidents n o area of b
iyl s gevalving o eadbn of fisdreds of miles. In addition 1o
being aviator and ghip captoms, they must aleo be diplomats, ol
have i cler sense of our pobey.  There we only |1 airerslt cami-
ers at the present time; and | goulda’y help bur thank of what rare
individuuls thete were. 1 would have thoopht that this level of
rospomsibaliny would involve someone of Flag runk; but the sysiem
abrvioualy works,
Ajrerafi carriens “project power ==carry out TLS, intesesis—in
S0 many, wiys, The 4.5 acre Bight deck — anad the power thal can
b prasiected from it and from the other ships of the Strike Group-
-re woveneign LUS, territory on the high scas.  There is mo sestmic-
Hon by “host coutries’” oo e use of power, like land boses
When things heat upy the very presence of & Carrler Suike Group
can help deter aperession, A camer group ol oy be called
upnn for humiiterion missions—in 1990 the Gincals Carier
Strike Croup hid evacuated 45,0000 people from - Sulic Bay,
Philippines after the ervption of Mt, Pinatubo, When 2 tsunam
struck Indenesin in 2004, the Abruham Lincoly Strike Group was
divemed o help, They offerpd the facilitios of the ship o help
pelipess with medical neads, waer, electriciy. Tood. and infro-
structure reputr, They Plew b mallivay pounds of supplies to help
thie local populice . Carrier Strike Giroips ane incréisingly being
called wpon o rescue LS. non-combatants when they sre cawghi
upi n bocal confMicis, I s o tribeie o the versatility of these war-
ships thot they handle mexpecied misstons in stide.
A word shout Tthe CAG™ — o thie Abraleo Lincabiy, 0w
Capt, Chris Aquiling, "The CAG™ 18 jist shout the highes! bonot
1y be bestuwied o i Maval Avistor — recognition that hie i the top

I'gat Ta et thie ship when fiigh! cperations wens nol
being conducled-perhops the largest piecs of
moschinery in thie world.

& wigw of the landing arao from the Bridge. A you
o el spoce ond camer deck |5 precious, and alr-
ciott lond only leat rom other alrcratt,

wyimtor i the Srike Growp,  All of tse ships — all of theee thou-
sands of people—are there to allow the approximatety. 108 avisioes
ersbarked (sbout hndf of them are srike pitotsy w de their pols —
o tatic o abetit 200 peaple behind every strike pilot, “To oot out
an overused expréssion, these pilots really ARE “the tip of the
spenr” A lon resia upom (hem. The CAG wkes on pensonal
responsibility for tmining, eperating, and “fglting” the Ale Wing
Meie 50 thun amybody 1 spoke wiih om the carmier, the CAL speaks
i perionil termns, ,

He refers 1 Fmy pileds”, "my airplanes” "my deck” like sn-old
Marine Gunmery Serseamt.  An esanple;  Somenne . asked  him
ahauir defensive megssures on the upcoming crume. He replied
hrusguely, 0 typical CAG fashaon, “A few weeks from oow, we
will be trasiting some of e world's chake points, and people
iy witnd to shoat ot s We'll diseuss pling for dealing with thu
in o Fow weeks right now, I need 10 et my pilote guakified™
Taking personol sesponsibility — I'm alad that SOME fhings
never Chige in the mfiary, (0 o pwrsouial note, e Kater S
“Fp's nighr rime—shie moon s mor onf yef, thene's weather in e

See Carrvier, page 10
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Carrier aren—{ e god 1o go ol and gt
Continued from page 8 ™ e mapa!”t He obvinusly
arllertier (Tiieg, )

We wenl deavn o level W “vultures row’! — i sren slongside
the tsland with a wiew of the (il fight deck. | would hove liked
1o have besn there the doy hefane for a better view of takeoffs —
bt given the choice between it imd. the LSO platform we were
altered 110 1ake the Liir

Thus day, fhiere were only helicopter opy being condocted.
Helicopters cime and wenl, bar withoat the exciiement and ndise
of the arresting gair and cilapull show Who woltld have sver
ihesttizhit of o helicopier os bemg QUIET (by comporisan®

Wi visited the forecastle in the bow — oar lnst stop befiore
departure.  This 15 where the ancheor chindns wnd [ines e kept —
each link sighing b ar 360 pownds.  Bis also where- the mooring
lines are kepl. andd where the fines: are Jept o “shool” lines and
“messenger” lines 1o smaller ships wlongsidé o allow for under-
way Transfers, An Intoresting note;  While the comention is
sl shipes “shioot™ o Tine w lueger ships, o ciomer slways, “sloots”
o line to the mmatler ships so wirerafton deck witl oot be danuiged.

it wis time for us 10 moke one depariure. We labotnusty
hauled our luggere upseveral ladders fo the Arr Transpon: Difice
bebenw the TTirht deck:  We puid oo meals and accommasdations
charzes, amd drew our cranils, goggles, and “Tloal coars® for the
trip back. W bl s goodbves W our soper-oecammodating
hosts. We Felt like old veterang by now — bue sal] bad some trep-
Fedation whout the upoomving cat shot, Our luggisge wis pre-losded.
nngd we wiere esconed 1o the Mgl deck, where we boarded the
QO L lssghed shen Téame o the fesr mmp — fhis COC fad 2
s thant watied Gt Madl?™ Ir wan o miessnre of the Tittle comiGns
these COD uirplsnes provide 1o the floe  Litlle comfors — but
g rriorale hooklers,

W serapped. into the seas. and were briefed for the cat shot.
el your shoulder sreaps TIGHT the crew chiel old us, “Lin
into them. You' Il hear the engines come up, wnd T el you “GET
READY! Cross your-wrms-m front of your face, and brace your
fiet szmnst the seat in front of you!™ | couldn't see much vutside,
except fir ane of the two oy windows peross fhe cabie,  We wine
in position for @ LOMG thme—(or some renson, 1 envisioned
myself stamding on the trap dowr of the gillows. walting for the
door o drop,  We finolly pol the SGET READY!™ command, and
I broeght my arms op.

The pregs cime wp, ond ubooe 10 seconds buter, wo ook the cat
st Like the wap, it didn't HURT. it jost knocked the wind o
af me.  [found incredible pressung agamst the-shoulder sirups. and
it s hard 1o breathe, | wondiered how long this was going 1o g0
o, and about ther, | heard o "click™ s the cutapult shude released
from the nose gear, The pressgse on the hamess teleased, and we
WETe ﬂ],rlng‘:‘

The fiight back 0 North Islnnd wat miticlimacic. W woched
dawii, tuxisd o the Air Transport Chifice, wnd disembarked. Our
Taggage wits unbiidiad and cliinad.  Our PACY poide, MC2 Fahey,
was there to meet us — asking if there was anything eise we peed-
.

1 cheched my thoughts:  Only minutes before, we had been
ahoard a ship, out of sight of led. Only minates later, we were
showe — with prss ind poalm triées,  Only nimates before. we hisd
fhe: disciphine ind procedures of shipboord life — e we wene,

This Is the short nun to the bow of the ship--Zaro fa 180
mph inabout 2 12 seconds.

free o do av we wished. . Ouly mintes belore, we hod the hirh
adrenoline rish of 2 cob shot 10 u dillerent world" T remarked
o D Heartstll, I certainly i8," he sjmeed.

Thinking hack oa the expeslence, thal “differens world”
hicomes the “hook” for the whole experlence, aisl for this article
Opemting off an sivceaft comier 18 o “hifferent word” 10ds o
ploce whens mdividunl pesessions ane few — evervilidng you oeed
will b prowided—vonr e, good food, aocommoditions. T0is a
place where von are ol what peeds i be done—hen left alendd §or
do b, Ijs o place where you MUST mect expecistions—uo
encuses allowed, It 18 an arco pimost fotally devond of politics,
picism or sexism — pepple jost do their job withom regard 1o
labels. Tt 5 n meritoeraey. — e best people are reeogrired ol
promoted—and the peoples proding Yo & o pilos e your peers.
Thiugh i 15 & military eperation, you don's lave the fingoisic mil
itmrastm of fnfaricy *Hoo-Rebs, and the Novy liosn't sdopied the
artificial wymibobim of French Berewsl  These are haghly trained
prifessionils, simply doing their job, without fanfare.  They take
hazardonis duty in stride—they, trum foe it they plan for it then
they simply DO Mayhe thut’s sy so many’ Astronmis apo for-
mer Mol Avisions

“There's adot e be sl Tor this kind of life. 10 made me feel
pood — about myself, shoul the Mavy, about the: peopls 1 e jusi
Tendd the privilege of essocintimg with.  Theowgh nobody would mis-
ke me far belng on active duty, | couldn't help bat striighien up
. bil, sguare my shoulders, ond walk off base with o 29" dlep asd
4 porposefu] stode.

Author's wore:  This arsicle vtarted gur i exploring the Navy
harsware—the ships, planes, and wedptas  Afler Shis edunee ji
perticipete; Uie changed sy mind — the real dory ket Bl
b prople USE that fandaiire, - Alfplanes gnd sweapony systens
can come and go—even shipy beoome ousdated (rhe lasr comen.
sonutly puvwered alnenafi carrer, she Kl Hawk, b sow o ins lasr
daploymdne),  The peaple. ade,

S Hananon i the Tong-tere mirport opeyator at Albers Len,
MN For seeeks, he Sy Do stmnttng i funt of o odrne proe-
ticimg hid fines—""Who't the Besy pifer von cver saw? oo
loodin "t him! ™ aud " feel e heed.  The reed for speed! ' Hié
ceun B vedched for guestions e commienis af fiafanson @ denk-
mrediceeem or af this affice ar SUF-TTI-0608.
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